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15. That no commission of oyer and terminer or Jail delivery shall be
issued.

16. That the person of a debtor, where there is not strong presump
tion of fraud, shall not be continued in prison afler deliverin up his
estate for the benefit of his creditors in such manner as shnﬁ be pre-
scribed by law.

17. That no ez post facto law, nor any law impairing contracts, shall
be made. '

18. That no person shall be attainted of treason or felony by the legis-
lature. .

19. That no attainder shall work corruption of blood; nor, except
during the life of the offender, forfeiture of estate to the commonwealth :
that the estates of such persons as shall destroy their own lives, shall
descend or vest as in case of natural death; and if any person shall be
killed by casualty, there shall be no forfeiture by reason thereof.

20. That the citizens have a right, in a p bl , to bl
together for their common good, and to apply to those invested with the
powers of government for redress of grievances, or other proper purposes,
by petition, redress, or remonstrance. :

21. That the right of the citizens to bear arms, in defence of them.-
selves and the state, shall not be questioned.

22. That no standing army shall, in time of peace, be kept up, without
the consent of the legislature ; and the military shall, in all cases, and at
all times, be in strict subordination to the civil power.

23. That no soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house,
without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner
to be prescribed by law.

24. That the legislature shall not grant any title of nobility or heredi-
tary distinction, nor create any office the appointment to which shall be
for a longer term than during good behaviour.

25. That emigration from the state shall not be prohibited.

26. To guard against transgressions of the high powers which we
have delegated, we declare, that every thing in this article is excepted
out of the general powers of government, and shall for ever remain in-
violate.
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Any amendment or a to this constitution may be proposed
in the senate or house of representatives, and if the same shall be agreed
to by a majority of the members elected to cach house, sueh proposed

d or a dments shall be entered on their journals, with the
yeas and nays taken thereon, and the secretary of the commonwealth
shall cause the same to be published three months before the next elec-
tion, in at least one newspuper in every county in which a newspaper
shall be published ; and if in the legislature next afterwards chosen, such
proposed amendment or amendments shall be agreed to by a majority
of the members elected to each house, the secretary of the commonwealth
shall cause the same again to be published in manner aforesaid, and such
proposed amendment or amendments shall be submitted to the people in
such manner and at such time, at least three months after being so
agreed to by the two houses, as the legislature shall prescribe ; and if the
people shall approve and ratify such d or Iments by a
majority of the qualified voters of this state voting thercon, such amend-




